
VIRTUAL CHURCH SCHOOL

Fifth Sunday of Lent – year A

Preparation

Read John 11:1-45. Pay attention to the words or phrases that jump at you. Read over the lesson
so that you are familiar with what is intended to happen. Gather the materials that you will need
for each section of the lesson. For deeper thinking or for ways to extend the lesson take a look 
at the following websites:
http://www.textweek.com/yeara/lenta5.htm 
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/109452_115827_ENG_HTM.htm 
http://www.cyberfaith.com/proclaiming_faith.cfm?id=181 
http://www.sermons4kids.com/savior_who_weeps.htm 
http://www.mssscrafts.com/newtestament/lazarus.htm 
http://www.sundayschoollessons.com/lent5mles.htm 
http://www.ebibleteacher.com/children/lessons/lazarus.htm 
http://www.word-sunday.com/Files/a/5Lent-a/A-5Lent-a.html 
http://www.efree.mb.ca/lectionarypuzzles/in-awmp.htm#lent05 

Gathering

Materials needed
– Small table or end of one table
– Purple candle and candle lighter
– Bible and bookmark
– Purple cloth
– Rocks of various sizes
– Streamer or balloon from previous weeks
– Map or globe showing water and land 
– Dark and light coloured scarf
– Construction paper

Cut out 5 large circles from constructions paper. On each circle draw the following emotion 
faces: happy, angry, sad, tired, and worried.

Print up the prayer on the newsprint so that the readers can say the prayer with you. Gather 
around the small table or at the end of one table. With the children place the cloth on the table. 
Have them help you place the candle and the Bible on the cloth. Have the children put the rocks 
and materials from previous weeks around the candle. Ask the children if they know how many
days of Lent have gone by since you were last together (6, because we do not count 
Sunday). Light the candle. Pray the following prayer together:

Walking with God, we learn to love;
Walking with Jesus, we learn to care;
Walking with the Spirit, we learn to share.  Amen.
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Fifth Sunday of Lent – Year A 2

Blow out the candle. Lay out the circles with the emotion faces. Ask the children to choose the 
face that shows the best what they are feeling at the moment. After all the children have named 
how they are feeling go over each emotion face and ask them to describe the different faces. 
Explain that in the story to be heard today will have all the emotions in it and that they are to 
listen for them as they take part in the story.

Story Time 

Materials and Instructions
– Place the emoticon faces (from the Presentation) nearby so that you can use them 

during the story
– Teach the children the following chant:

We need Jesus, we need Jesus
To help us today.
We need Jesus, we need Jesus
To show us the way.

Jesus had some special friends who lived in the town of Bethany. These friends were Mary, 
Martha and Lazarus. Now Lazarus got sick. In fact he got sicker and sicker. His sisters, Mary and 
Martha, were getting very worried. (Put the worried face down where the children can see it). 
Lazarus got so sick that he died. His sisters and all their friends were very sad. 
(Put the sad face down where the children can see it.)

We need Jesus, we need Jesus
To help us today.
We need Jesus, we need Jesus
To show us the way.

Jesus heard what had happened to his friend, Lazarus. He told his friends that it was time 
to go to Bethany. He arrived at Bethany and his friend Martha came out to see him. 
She was angry. (Put down the angry face). 
Martha said to Jesus, “If you had been here, my brother Lazarus would still be alive.”

We need Jesus, we need Jesus
To help us today.
We need Jesus, we need Jesus
To show us the way.

Jesus looked at Martha and told her not to worry (point to the worried face.) 
He told her that everything was going to be okay. He gave her a big hug. 
Then Jesus said, ”Take me to where you have buried my friend Lazarus.” 

At the same time, some other friends went to Mary and told her that Jesus was with them. 
Mary was feeling sad and tired. (Point to the sad face and put down the tired face.) 
Mary decided to go and find Jesus and tell him how she was feeling. 

We need Jesus, we need Jesus
To help us today.
We need Jesus, we need Jesus
To show us the way.
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Fifth Sunday of Lent – Year A 3

Mary found Jesus standing outside the grave of Lazarus. He was weeping and feeling very sad. 
(Point to the sad face.) 
Jesus looked at Lazarus’ grave and began to pray, 
”God you know that we are all feeling sad (point to sad face). 
Our dear friend Lazarus has died. We are so lonely without him (point to lonely face). 
God can you please show all the people who are here how much you love Lazarus and how 
much you will do for all of us if we just ask you. Thank you God for everything you do in our 
lives.”

Jesus then looked straight at the grave and told some of the people to take away the stone that 
was in front of the grave. He then yelled into the grave, “Lazarus come out.” 

Lazarus came out of the grave. Jesus told everyone to help him. 
The people were all feeling happy (put down the happy face) 
and so excited to see what Jesus had done. Everyone then knew that Jesus was someone special 
to God. They all wanted to learn more from him about what God was going to do. 

We need Jesus, we need Jesus
To help us today.
We need Jesus, we need Jesus
To show us the way.

With the children choose one of the emotion faces that best represents the story and place it on 
the worship table. 

Response

Project Idea 1: Emoticon Mobiles
This response will help the children to remember all the emotions that played out for all the different 
characters in the story from John’s Gospel.

Materials needed
– construction paper
– yarn
– two plastic straws or kebab sticks
– hole punch
– stapler
– markers, stickers and anything else you might want to add to decorate the faces

Instructions

Cut out a set of emotion faces for each person in the group. Staple the two plastic straws/sticks 
together in the centre so that it looks an ‘x’. Cut six lengths of yarn differing sizes. Give each child
the prepared faces, yarn and mobile structure. Get them to punch a hole on the top part of 
the circle and help those who need it, to tie the yarn into the circle and then tie or staple 
the yarn onto the straws/sticks. Tie the sixth piece of string onto the top of the mobile where 
the straws/sticks meet for a hanger. Have the children decorate the faces as they would like to. 
As they work continue the conversation about all the different emotions Jesus and his 
friends had.
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Fifth Sunday of Lent – Year A 4

Project Idea 2: Pretzels
Pretzels have been used by Christians for a long time to help them remember that Jesus prayed 
before everything that he did. The pretzel when folded over looks like praying hands. Making pretzels 
together will emphasize how Jesus prayed to God before asking for Lazarus to be raised from 
the dead.

Materials needed
– bowls
– mixing spoons
– baking sheets
– oven and oven mitts
– small paper plates

Ingredients
12 mL of yeast (2 packages)
375 mL (1.5 cups) of warm water
1000 mL (4 cups) of flour
5 mL (1 tsp.) of sugar
1 egg, beaten
5 mL (1 tsp.) of salt 
125 mL (½ cup) of coarse salt

Preparation Instructions

Nix yeast with warm water. Add flour, salt and sugar. Mix, turn out on floured surface, punch 
down, then fold. Repeat punch and fold 10 to 20 times. 
Make 6–8 small balls. Roll and shape. Brush with beaten egg and sprinkle with coarse salt.
Place on greased cookie sheet.
Put in preheated oven at 220°C (425°C). Bake 12 minutes.

Project Idea 3: Paper cup Project
This idea will connect with the raising of Lazarus and the children’s own personal lives and their 
relationship with God.

Materials needed
– paper cups
– white paper
– large paper clips
– glue and scissors
– picture of Lazarus from the end of the lesson
– chant from the story

Instructions

Photocopy the picture so that each child has one. Cut them out and cut out matching sizes of 
white paper squares. Print up the chant on the outside of the cup or onto pieces of paper that 
can be glued to the outside of the cup. 

Give each child a paper cup, the picture of Lazarus, a piece of white paper and a paper clip. Help 
to unroll the paper clip so that it is flat. Put the picture of Lazarus down so that it is facing the 
table. Put the flattened out paperclip in the centre of the page. 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent – Year A 5

Take the blank white square and glue it to the wrong side of the Lazarus picture with the paper 
clip in between. When you take each end of the paper clip you should be able to twirl it and see 
Jesus and Lazarus on one side and the blank paper on the other side. Ask the children when they
are done this to think about something that they want God to change in their lives . get them to 
draw or write it on the blank side of the twirler. 

When they are done help to poke one end of the twirler through the paper cup (open end) and 
the other end through the opposite side. Show them the chant on the side of the cup. Explain as 
they think about what Jesus did for Lazarus they can ask God to help them when they need help.

Closing
Gather with the children around the worship table again. Relight the candle. 
Say the prayer line by line and encourage the children to repeat it after you:

Loving God, be with us every day;
Caring Jesus, be with us every day;
Sharing Spirit, be with us every day. Amen.

Virtual Church School © 2014 –  churchschool.info

http://churchschool.info/


Fifth Sunday of Lent – Year A 6
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